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Trust 

 Every week, the process of sermon preparation begins with the Scripture 
passage for the week.  I study it, pray about it, and try to discern the message that 
the passage is speaking to us at this time in our life together.  Each week begins as  
a blank slate; the Scripture for the week is considered separately of what came  
before or after.     

 Yet every so often I see a theme emerge over a few consecutive weeks.  And 
over these past few weeks (and looking ahead into early January), the theme I’ve 
been seeing repeatedly is: TRUST. 

 Every January, a lot of people make resolutions and set lofty goals for the 
year.  So many of these fail, because they are too often rooted in the idea that we 
will accomplish these things through our own willpower.  We may get off to a great 
start, but more often than not, our resolutions – made so very earnestly – don’t 
live to see the first day of spring. 

 Yet the stories we’ve looked at in Scripture haven’t been about willpower, 
they’ve been about persons who trusted God.  That trust gave them the confidence 
to begin journeys of great faith that ultimately led to great things.   

 John the Baptist preceded Jesus but would not live to see Jesus’ ministry 
come to full fruition.  Yet he did what he was called to do.  He trusted that his 
work was not in vain. 

 Mary, the mother of Jesus, when visited by the Angel Gabriel, did not allow 
her impending marriage to Joseph to be a reason to refuse God; her great 
statement of trust in God was to respond: “Let it be with me according to your 
word.” (Luke 1:38) 

 Simeon, the elderly devout man who was promised that he would not  
die without seeing the Messiah, saw the baby Jesus in the Temple and was then 
content to die, saying that God was “now dismissing your servant in peace.” (Luke 
2:29)  He knew everything God had promised would come to pass. 
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 We have not yet arrived at the day we celebrate Epiphany, yet the three 
wise men have already departed, following a special star they noticed in the 
distant sky. 

 The point is that each of these stories features people who embark on a 
task for God without knowing exactly how it is going to end up.  Not every story 
ends happily in earthly terms.  Yet each would not regret their choice to be a 
servant of God and an instrument in the unfolding of God’s plan for the 
salvation of humankind. 

 So perhaps for 2015, our goal can be to rely on our willpower less, and 
trust God more.  We can decide to set our goals aside, and let God lead our 
lives.  And above all, we can have a goal of starting on the path God sets us on, 
even if we don’t know exactly where that path will lead. 

 This doesn’t mean that we should be passive.  In fact, this is a call for us 
to be active – but active in following God’s will, not our own.  It is not a call to 
sit and wait, but a call to get up and follow, even if we don’t know the precise 
destination of God’s will for us. 

 May we each start the year by saying to God, adapting the attitude of the 
response of Mary: “Let 2015 be with me according to your word.” 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the Choir Room 

As we read this, the glow of Christmas lingers as a warm memory in our hearts. While these memories are still 
fresh in our minds, I want to acknowledge the many people who worked to make Christmas so special at FPC: 
 
 The members of the Chancel Choir and our soloists, who spent countless hours rehearsing and performing 

the beautiful music of the season for morning worship and special services and programs. The Chancel Choir 
went above and beyond this year, also giving up time to record a Christmas CD for the music fund. Special 
mention to Rick Dolan, whose violin music adds so much to our Christmas Eve service. 

 
 The Singing Sensations lead by Jane Kelly Williams, who brought smiles to so many faces at the Candlelight 

Carol Service. 
 
 The Worship and Music committee, chaired by Jill Bello. Their behind the scenes work makes every worship 

service and special music event flow smoothly. 
 
 The Staff of First Presbyterian Church, who are there at every turn to cheerfully assist, advise, participate and 

clean up! A big thanks to all of you! 
 
 Everyone who contributed to the Music Fund to enable our Candlelight Carol Service to continue with a 

large compliment of instruments. The huge crowd this year benefitted directly from your generosity. Also  
everyone who purchased the Christmas CD. The proceeds went directly to the music fund. 

 
Happy New Year! 
David Macfarlane 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being produced  
each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email or Facebook, we  
hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start faith conversations 

with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that meets every 
Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great 
band and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 



 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

On Sunday, January 25, the Youth Group will be preparing soup for the Lunch and setting the 
tables for this important Annual Meeting of the Congregation after Worship. 
 
 

Camilia Polack was the Project Manager for hosting our homeless families,  
purchasing groceries for their breakfasts and lunches from 2014 Souper Bowl of  

Caring funds. Camilia and her mother, Noha, hosted the dinner on Christmas Day for 3 Moms,  
7 teen-agers and 4 children who spent Christmas week with us. Cyndi, Rachel and Alyson Kumor  

provided a Christmas gift for each of the 11 children spending the week with us. 
 
 

We have sold all of the 2015 God’s Creation calendars which will support a mission  
project chosen by the youth at their next meeting. 
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Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

- Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

PARENTS OF SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN 
On Sunday, January 18, Families with Special Needs Children are invited to the Arons home at  
12:30 p.m.  Thanks to Ray and Marilyn Arons, these families gather for a winter potluck lunch with 
fun and family time at 210 Carlton Terrace in Teaneck. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND SCRIPTURE STUDY CLASSES RESUME 
On Sunday, January 11: Our Church School and Scripture Study classes will resume in  
the Center for Learning with each seeing a video presentation of the story plus separate  
discussions and activities in their classrooms.  Parent Cues are always available for  
suggested faith-oriented conversations at home. This is the second month of our new  
Orange curriculum and we are grateful for leaders who are working effectively with our 
Small Groups of children and youth in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

FAMILIES INVITED 
On Sunday, January 11 after worship:  While children are Singing with 
Cyndi, parents are invited for a 10-Minute Chapel Chat with Dorothy and 

to prepare for the 2nd Sunday Family gathering which this month is a special storytelling 
event with new author and member, Valerie Williams-Sanchez. Valerie has written and 

just published her book, “Isaiah and the Chocolate Mountain”! The children will join us 
after they rehearse a song for Palm Sunday.  Refreshments will be provided. 

EPIPHANY PLAY 
On Sunday, January 4: Immediately following 11 a.m. worship, the congregation is invited  
to Elmore Hall for the Epiphany Play, “ A Christmas Participation Story” written by Paul  
Osbourne.  Middle School students under the direction of Sora Baek and Jeff Spady will be  
the narrators. Cyndi Kumor will direct the play with everyone playing a part. The children will 
play the role of the shepherds, the angels, the wisemen, Mary and Joseph. Following the play, 
our Hispanic families will treat us to a Three Kings feast coordinated by Beneranda Baez which 

is a tradition from Hispanic countries. 
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Come visit this FPC space that serves to stir the creative spirit! @FPC  

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS IN 
THE ART LOFT IN DECEMBER! 
Every Wednesday, starting February 4 at 11:00 a.m.  

 

FPC hosts free children’s yoga every Wednesday in this drop-in time of play.  Featuring Adra from the popular 
We Play Yoga, Wonderful Wednesdays begins each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s Prayer with  
our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email Pastor Kellie with any questions at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
 

FAMILIES OF PRESCHOOLERS, COME CHECK 
OUT SCRIBBLE ART ON TUESDAYS! 
 

Mini-Scribblers (for 18mo - 3yo) Tuesdays 9:15 and 10:15 a.m. 
FREE TRIAL CLASS ON 1/6/15 AT 9:15AM & 10:15AM. 
During this 45-minute class, we bring your toddlers an art class perfectly suited to their interests. 
We'll be painting, drawing, creating collages, sculptures and even delving into some printmaking! 
This is not a drop-off class. Classes run 1/13/15 through 3/10/15 with a make-up on 3/17/15.  
8 classes for $160. TUESDAYS AT 9:15 AND 10:15 A.M.  
*All FPPK Families receive a 10% discount. Sibling discount is 20%. Discounts cannot be combined. 
 

“Drop-In” Scribble SENSORY OPEN PLAY (for 18mo - 4yo) Tuesdays 11:15 a.m., starting 1/13/15 
This 60-minute open play session is a great opportunity for your toddler to experience socialization 
and language through play! We’ll be exploring all sorts of materials including colored rice, beans, 
pompoms, and more. Pour, spill, sort, touch and feel: all behaviors inherent and endlessly enjoyable 
for toddlers and pre-schoolers. $10 for one class or $30 for a 4-pack. TUESDAYS AT 11:15 A.M.  

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
The Ordination and Installation of Officers will take place during the 11 a.m. worship on  
Sunday, January 11.  We extend our heartfelt thanks to those whose service as officers 
ended in 2014, including Elder Jae Yoo, and Deacons Tracey Fraser, Linda Moats,  
Ilta Schulzrinne, and Carolina Zuluaga.  We welcome Elder Paul Platek back to  
the Session, with Jill Strawbridge Bello, Richard Bennett, Carolyn Porte-Lieberman  
and Philip Tamis returning for a second term.  Elected as Deacons are Alan Aluska,  
Lauren Bigler, Bruce Forshee, and John Smolen, with Linda Heitner, Beverly Rhinehart, and Jefferson 
Spady returning for a second term.  Please pray for your officers and give thanks for their service as they 
lead this congregation in faithful witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
A REMINDER to Committee chairpersons that your Annual Reports are due to the  
Church Office no later than Friday, January 9.  Please email your reports in electronic form. 
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week.  
We review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues 
of history and context that increase our understanding of how the Bible was heard 
in ancient times, which teaches us lessons about how to read it today. 

News for the Congregation 

January 2015 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, January 8 at 10:00 a.m.  
 

The First Thursday Study Group continues on Thursday, January 8 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. Please join 
us for an interesting and enlightening time of learning, discussion, and fellowship. 

DON'T GET LEFT BEHIND: UNDERSTANDING 
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
Monday, January 26, 7 p.m. 
 

If you missed this class last year - or want to explore even more questions about 
Revelation, join us! Through media clips, Bible study and discussion we'll explore this last book of the New 
Testament that has inspired, confused and terrified Christians for centuries. Join us as we learn about the beauty 
and power of Revelation, a book that even Augustine advocated to remove from the biblical canon for fear it 
would be misinterpreted. 

NEUROBIOLOGY OF FREE WILL: I AM …  
AND I AM NOT 
Tuesday, January 13 and 20, at 7 p.m. in the Chapel. 
 

We are pleased to announce a two-part lecture series on the NEUROBIOLOGY 
OF FREE WILL: I AM … AND I AM NOT.  Presented by Dr. Samuel Schacher of 

Columbia University, these lectures will help us understand the biological nature  
of the choices we make.  This two part series will be presented on Tuesday, January 13 and 20, at 7 p.m. in  
the Chapel. 
 

Session 1:  The Neurobiology of Free Will: Background, Brain Organization and Neural Circuits explores: 
  a) What is Free Will? 
  b) Brain = Mind, Mind = Brain, and Control of Behavior 
  c) Basic Organization of the Brain 
  d) Basic Neural Circuits: Reflexive Behavior - Motor and Visceral/Survival Behavior 
 

Session 2: The Neurobiology of Free Will:  My Brain Makes Me Do All Things: Voluntary and 
Involuntary Components of Complex Behavior looks at: 
  a) Illusions - No cognitive override 
  b) Involuntary Behavior – Disease, Habit and Addiction 
  c) Cognitive Circuits: Making Decisions and Their Consequences 
  d) Cognitive Circuits: Altruism, Moral Decisions and Culture 
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COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, January 15, 7:00-9:00 pm, 
 in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you 
are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 
Caregivers’ Support Group.  Each meeting is comprised of a presentation by a local expert 

offering advice and resources, followed by a time of discussion and sharing.  For additional information, contact 
Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the 
burden of caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

GRIEFSHARE:  
FPC'S WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

Wednesdays, January 7, 14, and 21 at 7 p.m. 
 

Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member or  
friend is invited to attend GriefShare: FPC's new weekly support group for people grieving the death of  
someone close.  Through each GriefShare session you will find encouragement and help in grieving the death 
of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member or friend.  GriefShare is a nondenominational,  
Christian support group where each session begins with a video presentation followed by discussion led by  
the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo.  Sign up for Griefshare on the FPC Web site under Happenings/SignUps  
or email Pastor Kellie at kellie@englewoodpres.org.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
 

On Sunday, December 14th seventeen people graduated from First Presbyterian of 
Englewood's tenth Financial Peace University class.  The attendees are well on their 
way to financial peace having paid off in excess of $60,000 of debt during the nine 
week class.  In addition to being more comfortable with their finances the couples 
who attended the class said it did wonders for their relationship as husbands and 
wives came together to tackle their financial issues.   Our next class will start on 

March 1, 2015.  Please tell your friends and family about this class as it is not limited to church members.  
Feel free to reach out to me with any questions you may have.  -Paul Platek 

      ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place after the 11 a.m. worship on Sunday, 

January 25, 2015.  A light lunch will be served (soup is prepared by our youth, and our 
officers provide sandwiches and desserts), after which the meeting will take place.  This is 
your best opportunity as members of the church to learn more about the workings of the 
congregation, ask questions, and perhaps discover areas where you might like to serve.  The 

Annual Reports will be ready for distribution on Sunday, January 18 so you can read them 
before the meeting. 
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NEED AN ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH BUILDING? 
There are two entrances which are barrier-free into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from the 
Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through the Playground 
down the sidewalk to the entrance door which leads into the long hall between Elmore Hall and  
the Sanctuary.  

THE AUTUMN AUCTION WAS A HUGE SUCCESS! 

    That happened only because so many of you were willing to donate items, time, and energy to 
make it one of the highlights of the year at FPC. WE THANK YOU ALL!! With the 

funds raised, many non-profit organizations are going to receive money to help 
with their good work. I'm sure you would like to see our list of recipients 
that the committee members put together. They are:  The Vivian Farris 

Scholarship Fund of the Woman's Club of Englewood - $2500, FPPK (First 
Presbyterian Preschool & Kindergarten) - $2000, for scholarships, Shelter our 
Sisters - $1500, Wounded Warriors - $1500, Center for Food Action - $1500, 

MAC  (Melody Arons Center) - $500, SESCIL (Southeast Senior Center for  
Independent Living) - $500, and Boy Scout Troop 28 - Camper scholarships - $500. 

We hope you enjoyed the night of fun, good food, and good will; we enjoyed having 
  you. Thanks again, Phil and Charlene 

BRING FOOD TO FIRST SUNDAY:  JANUARY 4 & FEBRUARY 1  

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER, you are now able to dial in to our phone system and hear a recorded 
announcement of whether any of our activities are impacted.  During the opening message, just press 7 
(think of pressing "S" for "Snow") to be informed of whether any events have been cancelled. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT WE SEND REGULAR EMAILS TO  
THE CONGREGATION?   

If you have NOT been receiving our weekly emails, please check your spam folder or add 
‘mailer@englewoodpres.org’ to your contact list.  To add your email address to our mailing list, please  
send an email to office@englewoodpres.org. 
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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15TH. 

SINGLES CONNECTION AND ADULT EXPLORATIONS ARE  
“OFF TO THE MOVIES!” 
Join us Wed., Jan. 7th, for the early evening show at Edgewater Cinemas.  
Thanks to Bruce Forshee we will have really good discounted tickets!  HOPE-
FULLY, "Exodus" will still be on the big screen.  If not, a suitable new movie 
will be selected. Please RSVP to Dorothy if you would like to join us.  Our email blast will go out by 1/1/15 alert-
ing you to the movie we'll see. We hope you will join us for this fun night out! Here's to a happy  
and healthy 2015 for you all! Mibs Wagner, Coordinator  

ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL ON THURSDAY NIGHT   

in Elmore Hall from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., on January 8, 15, 22 and 29. Thanks to Philip Soo  
who organizes and coordinates this Basketball Fellowship Group. You can contact him at: 
soorealtors@gmail.com.  Come, enjoy good friends and a fun game.  

GENTLE YOGA WITH MARITZA  
 

Come to the Chapel at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, January 13, 20, and 27 for  
Gentle Yoga from a chair taught by Maritza Dearing. The class offers a perfect  
combination of cardio, strength, toning and flexibility to create leaner muscles  
and burn fat.  Invite your friends and join us on Tuesday afternoon for 45  
minutes of gentle exercising. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 
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Merry Christmas 


